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25X1 CONFIDEN VIAL in accordance with the 
er of 16 Oclober 1675 from the 
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ORIGIN 
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25X1 le There is today in the Yugoslav Goveruwent ac-called Spanish Group within 
the Communist Party whose members took an active part in the Spanish Civil 
29X11 War. The following members of thia group hold high political positions in 
the Government: 
Josip Brog-Tite 
Merke Oreshovich (region ef Lika) 
Dranke Ersmanovich (Serbis.) 
Tedor Vijasinovich (Bosnia) 
Ales Bebler (Slovenia) 
ive Rukevina (Croatia) 


2 The following generals who new cooupy high official positions were officers 
in the Internations2 Brigades during the Spenich ware 


Koes, Ponevich Docunent= 

Peke Dancevial NO 

iven Goon jak 

Petar Drapsin (now deceased) | % 

Milen Blagejevich Cpass 

Stebke Simich RIE Dr 25xX1 
Save Kovacherich Auth: TODA REG. 77/1783 


Date: _&9 MAR 197987 

$e In the present Yugeslev Arny thero ara eleven generals who took active part. 
in the Spanish way, They represent a very powerful factor in the Army. After 
them come the officers formerly in the Croat Army of Ante Pavelich. As Russian 
prigeners in Stalingrad these Croatian officers formed the first units ef 
Tite's movement in Rusaie. The representative of thia group is the commander 
of Tite's personel guerd, Golone] Herka Mesioh, who as a Croat officer was 
decorated in 1941 with the Germas Iron Cross with palms and was made, because 
of his courage, commander of all Croat legions on the sastern front. He was 
captured by the Russians on 2 February 1945, iumediately after being posted 
ao commander for the battle of Stalingrad. In March 1944, with prisonerseaf- 
wer from hie Croat legions, he formed the "Yugoslav Army". With these unite 
Tite entered Rumania together with the Russisns since he wag at thet time on 
the Russian staff. This group of former Croat officers is most obedient becom se 
all the officers had oollaborated and fought with the Sermens in the WET o 


4. Only five percent of the Royal Yugoslav Army officers have been recruited in 
Tite's army, and these only besause of the neod for specialists. 
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6. The comender ef the Yugoslav Air Fores ia General Fraja Pire, a former 
Colonel in Pavelich's army and commander of the pilot training schsol in 
Petrovaradin. Formar officers of the Pavelich "Croat Air Force” make up 
tho basia of the present Yugoslav Air Foroo. The political commigssars are 
former itéeceg from the Teerus and Rogarski airplane factories. Thie is 
explained by the fact thet the Spanish Group has no representatives in the 
Air Fores, and all Royal Yugoslav Air Forse persomel have enigrated. 
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